
SUNDAY OF THE JUDGE 
 

Sunday, March 31, is the Sunday of the Judge. The Gospel 

reading for this day is the parable told by Jesus about a widow and a 

judge (see reading above). The judge in the parable is seen as hard-

hearted and without principles, fear of God, or compassion for 

people. A widow in the same town has been ill-treated and she has 

come to the judge for justice. Although her cause is just, the judge 

does not pay attention to her case. However, she is persistent and she 

makes the same appeal again and again until at last the judge decides 

to see she receives justice. He does this not because he cares about 

justice, but because he wants to be rid of the widow. 

The message of this parable is that we must persist in our 

pursuit of righteousness and justice with the confidence that 

perseverance (especially in prayer) will be rewarded. 
 

FORTY MARTYRS OF SEBASTIA 
 

Saturday, March 30, we remembered the Forty Martyrs of 

Sebastia. Although the backgrounds and identities of the forty young 

soldiers are not known, it is believed they came from Lesser Armenia 

and served in the Roman army. According to St. Basil of Caesarea, 

forty Christian soldiers refused to worship the Roman emperor while 

stationed in Sebastia in Armenia in 320. They remained faithful to 

their Christian faith. The soldiers were tried and condemned to death 

by stoning. Miraculously, when the sentence was being carried out, 

the stones would not reach the condemned soldiers, but would 

instead come back striking those throwing the stones. The soldiers 

were than thrown into a frozen lake and forced to stay there, unless 

they renounced their faith. Warm baths were prepared for anyone 

who would recant. Of the forty, only one gave up. When he did, 

another soldier, moved by the example of the suffering Christians, 

declared himself a Christian and took the apostate’s place. All forty 

died. 

Some of our great Church Fathers like Basil, Gregory of 

Nyssa, Ephraim the Assyrian, and Sisian of Sebastia, wrote 

panegyrics about the forty martyrs, who are remembered each year 

during Lent on the Saturday following the median day of Lent. The 

Armenians have built and named churches in memory of the Forty 

Martyrs in various parts of the world. 
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ØÇßï áõñ³Ë »Õ¿ù îÇñáçÙáí© ¹³ñÓ»³É ÏþÁë»Ùª áõñ³Ë 

»Õ¿ù: ́ áÉáñÇÝ Ñ³Ý¹¿å ³½ÝÇõ »Õ¿ù: Þáõïáí î¿ñÁ Ïáõ ·³Û: à»õ¿ 

µ³Ý ÃáÕ ãÙï³Ñá·¿ Ó»½© ³ÛÉ ÙÇßï Ó»ñ ³ÕûÃùÝ»ñáõÝ »õ 

³Õ³ã³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ·áÑ³µ³ÝáõÃ»³Ùµ ²ëïáõÍÙ¿ ËÝ¹ñ»ó¿ù 

ÇÝã µ³ÝÇ áñ Ï³ñÇùÁ ÏÁ ½·³ù« »õ ³ÛÝ ³ï»Ý ²ëïáõÍáÛ 

Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃÇõÝÁ« áñ ÙÇïùáí Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ã¿ Ñ³ëÏÝ³É« Ë³Õ³Õ åÇïÇ 

å³Ñ¿ Ó»ñ ëÇñï»ñÝ áõ ÙÇïù»ñÁ áñáÝù øñÇëïáë ÚÇëáõëÇ 

ÙÇ³ó³Í »Ý: 

Æ í»ñçáÛ« »Õµ³ÛñÝ»ñ« ËáñÑ»ó¿ù ³ÛÝ µ³Ý»ñÁª áñáÝù 

×ßÙ³ñÇï »Ý« å³ñÏ»ßï« ³ñ¹³ñ« Ù³ùáõñ« ëÇñ»ÉÇ« µ³ñ»Ñ³Ùµ³õ« 

³é³ùÇÝÇ »õ ·áí»ÉÇ: ºõ ·áñÍùá°í Ï³ï³ñ»ó¿ù ³ÛÝª ÇÝã áñ ÇÝÓÙ¿ 

ëáñí»ó³ù »õ ÁÝ¹áõÝ»óÇù« ÇÝÓÙ¿ Éë»óÇù »õ ÇÙ íñ³ë ï»ë³ù© »õ 

²ëïáõ³Í« áñ Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃÇõÝ Ïáõ ï³Û« Ó»½Ç Ñ»ï åÇïÇ ÁÉÉ³Û: 
 

ÚÆêàôê øðÆêîàêÆ ²ôºî²ð²Ü¾Ü 

Àêî ÔàôÎ²êÆ     (18 © 1 - 8) 
 

           ÚÇëáõë ³é³Ï ÙÁ å³ïÙ»ó Çñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ« óáÛó ï³Éáõ 

Ñ³Ù³ñ Ã¿ å¿ïù ¿ ÙÇßï ³ÕûÃ»Éª ³é³Ýó íÑ³ï»Éáõ: ºõ Áë³õ©  

 - ø³Õ³ùÇ ÙÁ Ù¿ç ¹³ï³õáñ ÙÁ Ï³ñ« áñ á°ã ²ëïáõÍÙ¿ ÏÁ 

í³ËÝ³ñ »õ á°ã ³É Ù³ñ¹áóÙ¿ Ïþ³ÙãÝ³ñ: ÜáÛÝ ù³Õ³ùÇÝ Ù¿ç ³ÛñÇ 

ÏÇÝ ÙÁÝ ³É Ï³ñ« áñ ³Ýáñ ÏÁ ¹ÇÙ¿ñ »õ ÏÁ ËÝ¹ñ¿ñ© §Æñ³õáõÝùë 

å³ßïå³Ý¿ Ñ³Ï³é³Ïáñ¹¿ë¦: ¸³ï³õáñÁ »ñÏ³ñ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï 

Ù»ñÅ»ó ¹³ïÁ ï»ëÝ»É« ë³Ï³ÛÝ Ç í»ñçáÛ Áë³õ ÇÝùÝÇñ»Ý« §Â¿»õ 

²ëïáõÍÙ¿ ã»Ù í³ËÝ³ñ »õ Ù³ñ¹áóÙ¿ ã»Ù ³ÙãÝ³ñ« µ³Ûó ù³ÝÇ 

³Ûë ³ÛñÇÝ Ý»ÕáõÃÇõÝ Ïáõ ï³Û ÇÝÍÇ« Çñ ¹³ïÁ ï»ëÝ»Ù« áñå¿ë½Ç 

ÙÇÝã»õ í»ñç ùáíë ·³Éáí ½Çë ã³ÝÑ³Ý·ëï³óÝ¿¦:  ²å³ î¿ñÁ 

ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»ó©  

- Èë»ó¿ù Ã¿ Ç°Ýã ÏþÁë¿ ³ÝÇñ³õ ¹³ï³õáñÁ: ÆëÏ ²ëïáõ³Í 

áñù³±Ý åÇïÇ Ñ³Ùµ»ñ¿ Çñ ÁÝïñ»³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ Ïñ³Í 

³ÝÇñ³õáõÃ»³Ý© åÇïÇ ãå³ßïå³Ý¿± ½³ÝáÝù« áñáÝù ·Çß»ñ áõ 

ó»ñ»Ï Çñ»Ý ÏÁ ¹ÇÙ»Ý: ²Ûá°« ÏþÁë»Ù Ó»½Çª áñ ³ÝáÝó Çñ³õáõÝùÁ 

³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë åÇïÇ å³ßïå³Ý¿: ´³Ûó Ø³ñ¹áõ àñ¹ÇÝ »ñµ ·³Û« 

³ñ¹»ûù Ñ³õ³ïù åÇïÇ ·ïÝ¿± »ñÏñÇ íñ³Û¦: 

 

    SCRIPTURE READINGS    
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 

is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—

if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in 

me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

LUKE 18:1-8 
 

 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they 

should always pray and not give up. He said: "In a certain town there 

was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there 

was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant 

me justice against my adversary.' 
"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even 

though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this widow 

keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't 

eventually wear me out with her coming!'" 

 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  

And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out 

to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will 

see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 
 

LENT OBSERVANCE 
 

In observance of Lent and Holy Week, The Ladies Guild will 

be serving only coffee during Sunday coffee hour. However, the Guild 

will gladly serve Lenten pastries or foods that families bring for 

Hokehankisds (No meat, Poultry and Dairy Products).  

Please keep this in mind when you schedule Hokehankisd 

services that there’s no need for Altar flowers also. 

We thank you for supporting us in upholding our church 

traditions. 


