
       HOKEHANKISD        
 

ARCHPRIEST FR. GHEVONT AKTAVOUKIAN      (30th Anniversary) 

YERETSGIN BAYDZAR AKTAVOUKIAN                   (9h Anniversary) 

AVEDIS AKTAVOUKIAN               (62nd Anniversary) 

FLORA AKTAVOUKIAN                (41st Anniversary) 

ISKOUHI MEGERDICHIAN                     (41st Anniversary) 

HAROOTIUNE MEGERDICHIAN 

MISSAK HAROUTIUNIAN 

KAPRIEL HAROUTUNIAN 

ISKOUHI HAROUTIUNIAN 

HOVHANNES HAROUTIUNIAN 

KRIKOR HAROUTIUNIAN 

KHACHIG HAROUTIUNIAN 

ANNA HAROUTIUNIAN 

HAROUTIUNE HAROUTIUNIAN 

DR. KEVORK MARKARIAN                            (9th Anniversary) 

ZAROUHI DOORSOONIAN               (7th Anniversary) 

AVEDIS BETCHAKJIAN 

SOSSIE BETCHAKJIAN LAKHOYAN             (6th Anniversary) 

HOVSEP BETCHAKJIAN               (4th Anniversary) 

VAROUJ TOVMASSIAN               (3rd Anniversary) 

KEVORJ KAHVEJIAN               (3rd Anniversary) 

RAFFI BETCHAKJIAN               (3rd Anniversary) 

Requested by: Der Hayr and Board of Trustees 

 Rev. Fr. Sarkis and Yn. Maggie Aktavoukian 

 Sako and Shoghag Aktavoukian 
 
 

2019 LENTEN VIGIL SERVICES 
 

1.    Friday, Mar. 08  7 PM followed by Seniors Group Dinner 

2.    Friday, Mar. 15   7 PM followed by School & PTA Dinner 

3.    Friday, Mar. 22,  7 PM followed by Homenetmen Dinner 

4.    Friday, Mar. 29,  7 PM followed by Ladies Guild Dinner/Michink 

5.    Friday, Apr. 05,  7 PM followed by AYF Dinner 

6.    Friday, Apr. 12,  7 PM followed by ARS Dinner 
 

 

THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ELECTION WILL 

TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2019, 1:00 P.M. 

Parishioners who have not paid their 2018 Membership dues are 

encouraged to remit payment. The membership fees are $150.00 for adults 

and $50.00 for full time students, ages 18-26.  These dues are 100 percent 

tax deductible. 

 

ê© Ê²â Ð²Úò© ²è²øºÈ²Î²Ü ºÎºÔºòÆ 
SOORP KHATCH ARMENIAN 

APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

    SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019     
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ò²ÚÜ ²Ò 
 

´ à ô Ü    ´ ² ð º Î º Ü ¸ ² Ü 
 

P O O N   P A R E G E N T A N 
 
 

====================================================================== 
 

§Ð²Ø²êîºÔ Ð²Ú ¸äðàò¦Æ  

Ú²îàôÎ Ä²Øºð¶àôÂÆôÜ 9:30¬ÆÜ 

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR 

HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL, 9:30 a.m. 
 

ê© ä²î²ð²¶ ~ DIVINE LITURGY, 10:30 a.m. 
 

======================================================================= 

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church 

4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816 

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m. 

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393 

E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net 

Website: www.soorpkhatchchurch.org 

Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor 

Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506 
 

DER VOGHORMIA 
 
 

All   Sick    Parishioners 
 

 

mailto:soorpkhatch@verizon.net
http://www.soorpkhatchchurch.org/


äúÔàê ²è²øº²ÈÆ ÎàÔØ¾ 
 

ÐèàØ¾²òÆÜºðàôÜ ¶ðàô²Ì Ü²Ø²Î¾Ü 
 

¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ (14 © 7 ¬ 13) ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ 
 

Ø»½Ù¿ á»õ¿ Ù¿ÏÁ ÇÝùÝ Çñ ³ÝÓÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ ãþ³åñÇñ« á°ã ³É ÇÝùÝ 

Çñ»Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ ÏÁ Ù»éÝÇ: ºÃ¿ Ïþ³åñÇÝùª îÇñáç Ñ³Ù³ñ Ïþ³åñÇÝù« »õ »Ã¿ 

ÏÁ Ù»éÝÇÝùª îÇñáç Ñ³Ù³ñ ÏÁ Ù»éÝÇÝù« áñ ÏÁ Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ Ã¿ª ÁÉÉ³°Û 

Ï»³ÝùÇ  »õ ÁÉÉ³°Û Ù³Ñáõ³Ý Ù¿çª îÇñáç ÏÁ å³ïÏ³ÝÇÝù: ²ïáñ Ñ³Ù³ñ 

³É øñÇëïáë Ù»é³õ »õ í»ñ³Ï»Ý¹³Ý³ó³õ« áñå¿ë½Ç î¿ñÁ ÁÉÉ³Û 

µáÉáñÇÝ« Ã¿° ³åñáÕÝ»ñáõÝ »õ Ã¿° Ù»é³ÍÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³õ³ë³ñ³å¿ë: 

ÆÝãá±õ ÏÁ ¹³ï»ë áõñ»ÙÝ »Õµ³Ûñ¹« Ï³Ù ÇÝãá±õ ½³ÛÝ Ïþ³ñÑ³Ù³ñÑ»ë: 

´áÉáñë ³É øñÇëïáëÇ ³ï»³ÝÇÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó åÇïÇ Ï³Ý·ÝÇÝù« áñáíÑ»ï»õ 

Ù³ñ·³ñ¿áõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç ·ñáõ³Í ¿©¬   

 §ºë ÇÝÓÙáí Ïþ»ñ¹ÝáõÙ«- ÏþÁë¿ î¿ñÁ«- 
 áñ ³Ù¿Ý ÍáõÝÏ åÇïÇ ËáÝ³ñÑÇ ³éç»õë 
 »õ ³Ù¿Ý É»½áõ åÇïÇ Ëáëïáí³ÝÇ 
 Ã¿ »°ë »Ù ²ëïáõ³ÍÁ¦: 

ø³ÝÇ áõñ»ÙÝ Ù»½Ù¿ Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñÁ Çñ ³ÝÓÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ñ³ßÇõ 

åÇïÇ ï³Û ²ëïáõÍáÛ« ³ÛëáõÑ»ï»õ ¹³¹ñÇ°Ýù Çñ³ñ ùÝÝ³¹³ï³É¿« »õ 

÷áË³ñ¿ÝÁ ç³Ý³Ýù Ù»ñ »Õµ³ÛñÝ»ñáõÝ ·³ÛÃ³ÏÕáõÃ»³Ý »õ 

Ù»Õ³ÝãáõÙÇÝ å³ï×³é ã¹³éÝ³É: 
 

ÚÆêàôê øðÆêîàêÆ ²ôºî²ð²Ü¾Ü 
 

Àêî Ø²îÂ¾àêÆ 
 

¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ (6 © 1 - 7) ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ 
 

Ø»ñ î¿ñÁ ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáë ÏþÁë¿©¬ 

¬ ¼·á¯Ûß« ²ëïáõÍáÛ Ñ³Ý¹¿å Ó»ñ å³ñï³õáñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ 

Ù³ñ¹áó Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý ÙÇ° Ï³ï³ñ¿ù óáÛóÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ« áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³Û¹ 

å³ñ³·³ÛÇÝ í³ñÓ³ïñáõÃÇõÝ åÇïÇ ãëï³Ý³ù Ó»ñ »ñÏÝ³õáñ ÐûñÙ¿Ý: 

¬ ºñµ áÕáñÙáõÃÇõÝ Ïþáõ½»ë ï³É« ÷áÕ áõ ÃÙµáõÏáí ÙÇ° ÁÝ»ñ« 

Ù³ñ¹áó áõß³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ·ñ³õ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ« ÇÝãå¿ë Ï»ÕÍ³õáñÝ»ñÁ 

ÏþÁÝ»Ý ÅáÕáí³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç »õ Ññ³å³ñ³ÏÝ»ñáõ íñ³Ûª Ù³ñ¹áóÙ¿ 

÷³é³õáñáõ»Éáõ ³ÏÝÏ³ÉáõÃ»³Ùµ: ìëï³°Ñ »Õ¿ù« ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³ïÇÏ³ ¿ 

³ÝáÝó í³ñÓ³ïñáõÃÇõÝÁ: ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ï³é³ÏÁ« »ñµ ¹áõÝ áÕáñÙáõÃÇõÝ 

åÇïÇ ï³ë« Ó³Ë Ó»éù¹ ÃáÕ ã·ÇïÝ³°Û Ã¿ Ç°Ýã ÏþÁÝ¿ ³ç Ó»éù¹: 

²ÛëåÇëáí áÕáñÙáõÃÇõÝ¹ ·³ÕïÝÇ Áñ³Í ÏþÁÉÉ³ë« »õ ùáõ »ñÏÝ³õáñ 

Ð³Ûñ¹ áñ ³Ýï»ë³Ý»ÉÇ ¿« µ³Ûó ÏÁ ï»ëÝ¿ Ï³ï³ñ³Í¹« ù»½ åÇïÇ 

í³ñÓ³ïñ¿ Û³ÛïÝ³å¿ë: 

¬ ÜÙ³Ý³å¿ë« »ñµ Ïþ³ÕûÃ»ëª Ï»ÕÍ³õáñÝ»ñáõÝ ÙÇ° ÝÙ³ÝÇñ« áñáÝù 

ÏÁ ëÇñ»Ý ÅáÕáí³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç »õ Ññ³å³ñ³ÏÝ»ñáõ ³ÝÏÇõÝÝ»ñÁ 

Ï»ó³Í ³ÕûÃ»É« áñå¿ë½Ç Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ Çñ»Ýó ³ÕûÃ»ÉÁ ï»ëÝ»Ý: ìëï³Ñ  

»Õ¿ù« ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³ïÇÏ³ ¿ ³ÝáÝó í³ñÓ³ïñáõÃÇõÝÁ: ¸áõÝ »ñµ 

Ïþ³ÕûÃ»ëª ÙïÇ°ñ ë»Ý»³Ï¹« ·áó¿° ¹áõéÁ »õ Í³ÍáõÏ Ï»ñåáí ³ÕûÃ¿ 

ùáõ »ñÏÝ³õáñ Ðûñ¹: ºõ Ð³Ûñ¹ áñ ³Ýï»ë³Ý»ÉÇ ¿ áõ ÏÁ ï»ëÝ¿ 

Ï³ï³ñ³Í¹« ù»½Ç åÇïÇ Ñ³ïáõó³Ý¿ Û³ÛïÝ³å¿ë: 

 

    SCRIPTURE READINGS    
ROMANS 14:7-13 

 

 

For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 

himself alone. If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to 

the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he 

might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. You, then, why do 

you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? 

For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. It is written: "'As 

surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every 

tongue will confess to God.'" So then, each of us will give an account of 

himself to God. 

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, 

make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your 

brother's way. 
 

MATTHEW 6:1-7 
 

Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before men, to 

be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father 

in heaven. 

So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to 

be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward 

in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. 

Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love 

to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen 

by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But 

when you pray, do into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you 

pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be 

heard because of their many words. 

 

 



´ à ô Ü    ´ ² ð º Î º Ü ¸ ² Ü 
 

 ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ ·ÉË³õáñÝ ¿ »õ ³Û¹å¿ë ÏÁ ÏáãáõÇ Ø»Í 

ä³ÑùÇÝ Ý³Ëáñ¹áÕ áõïÇùÇ (³ÛÝ ûñ»ñÁ, áñ Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ áõï»É ³Ù¿Ý 

µ³Ý) í»ñçÇÝ ÎÇñ³ÏÇÝ£ Ø»Í ä³ÑùÁ »ûÃÁ ß³µ³ÃÝ»ñáõ (48 ûñ) íñ³Û 

»ñÏ³ñ³Ó·áõáÕ ³ÝÁÝ¹Ñ³ï å³ÑùÝ ¿£ 

 ²Û¹ ûñáõ³Ý Ï»ñ³ÏáõñÝ»ñáõÝ áõñÇß ûñ»ñ¿Ý áõ ÙÇõë 

µ³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÝ»ñ¿Ý ³õ»ÉÇ ×áË »õ ï»ë³Ï³õáñ ÁÉÉ³ÉáõÝ, Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ 

§´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³Ý¦, ÇëÏ Ý³Ëáñ¹áÕ ß³µ³ÃÁª §´áõÝ 

´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ Þ³µ³Ã¦£ ²Û¹ ß³µÃáõ³Ý Ù¿ç ÏÁ ÛÇß³ï³ÏáõÇÝ êñµáó 

Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó »õ êñµáó ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó Ü³Ñ³ï³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ 

ïûÝ»ñÁ£ 

 ´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÁ ¼³ïÇÏ¿Ý »ûÃÁ ß³µ³Ã ³é³ç Ïáõ·³Û »õ 

¼³ïÏáõ³Ý å¿ë áõÝÇ 35 ûñáõ³Ý ß³ñÅ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝª Ø³ñï 04-¿Ý 

ÙÇÝã»õ ²åñÇÉ 20£ 

 Þ³µ³Ã ûñ, Ø»Í ä³ÑùÇ ³å³ßË³ñáõÃ»³Ý »ñ·»ñáí ÏÁ 

÷³ÏáõÇ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ í³ñ³·áÛñÁ »õ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ ûñáõ³Ý ïËáõñ 

ß³ñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á ÏÁ í³Û»É¿ Ñ³Ù³¹³Ù 

Ï»ñ³ÏáõñÝ»ñáõ ×³ß³ÏáõÙÁ£ ´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ ÎÇñ³ÏÇÝ ÏÁ 

ËáñÑñ¹³Ýß¿ Ù»ñ Ý³Ë³Ñ³Ûñ»ñáõÝ ¹ñ³Ëï³ÛÇÝ »ñç³ÝÇÏ Ï»³ÝùÁ£ 
 

Ø º Ì   ä ² Ð ø 
 

 ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ûñÇÝ³¹ñ³Í å³Ñù»ñáõÝ ³Ù»Ý¿Ý »ñÏ³ñÁ §Ø»Í 

ä³Ñù¦ ÏÁ ÏáãáõÇ£ ´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ ºñÏáõß³µÃÇ¿Ý ÏÁ ëÏëÇ »õ ÏÁ 

í»ñç³Ý³Û ²õ³· Þ³µ³Ã ûñ, áñ ÏÁ ï»õ¿ ³é³Ýó ÁÝ¹Ñ³ïáõ»Éáõ 48 

ûñ£ 

 ²Û¹ å³ÑùÇÝ ³é³çÇÝ 40 ûñ»ñÁ, ÙÇÝã»õ §Ô³½³ñáõ 

Ú³ñáõÃ»³Ý¦ àõñµ³Ã ûñÁ (Ì³ÕÏ³½³ñ¹ÇÝ Ý³Ëáñ¹áÕ àõñµ³ÃÁ), 

§´áõÝ ø³é³ëÝáñ¹³Ï³Ý¦ Ø»Í ä³ÑùÝ ¿£ 

 Ø»Í ä³ÑùÇ ûñ»ñÁ ÏÁ ÏáãáõÇÝ §²ÕáõÑ³óÇ ûñ»ñ¦, áñáíÑ»ï»õ 

ÑÇÝ ³ï»Ý ³Û¹ å³ÑùÇ áñáß ûñ»ñáõÝ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³Õ áõ Ñ³ó Ïþáõï¿ÇÝ, 

Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ ×·Ý³õáñÝ»ñÝ áõ ³Ý³å³ï³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ£ ²ÛÅÙ, å¿ïù ¿ 

Ññ³Å³ñÇÉ Ï»Ý¹³Ý³Ï³Ý µáÉáñ ï»ë³ÏÇ ³ñï³¹ñ³ÝùÝ»ñ áõï»É¿Ý 

(µ³óÇ Ù»Õñ¿Ý)£ 

 Ø»Í ä³ÑùÁ Ý³»õ Ñá·»õáñ, Ý»ñ³ÝÓÝ³Ï³Ý ËáÏáõÙÇ, 

ÇÝùÝ³ùÁÝÝáõÃ»³Ý, ½ÕçáõÙÇ, ³ÕûÃùÇ, ³å³ßË³ñáõÃ»³Ý, 

µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý Ï³ï³ñ»É³·áñÍÙ³Ý, ·áñÍ³Í Ù»Õù»ñáõ ÃáÕáõÃ»³Ý áõ 

ù³õáõÃ»³Ý ßñç³Ý ¿£ 

 ø³é³ëáõÝ ûñ»ñÁ ÏÁ ËáñÑñ¹³Ýß»Ý ³Ý³å³ï ù³ßáõ³Í 

øñÇëïáëÇ ù³é³ëÝûñ»³Û ÍáÙ³å³ÑáõÃ»³Ý ßñç³ÝÁ, áñ Çñ 

ïÝûñÇÝ³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇ Ý³Ë³å³ïñ³ëïáõÃ»³Ý ßñç³ÝÝ ¿ñ£ 

 Ø»Í ä³ÑùÇ Þ³µ³Ã ûñ»ñáõÝ Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ ïûÝ»É ëáõñµ»ñáõ 

ÛÇß³ï³ÏÁ£ ÆëÏ »Ã¿ ³Û¹ ßñç³ÝÇÝ, î»³éÝÁÝ¹³é³çÇ »õ ê.  ²ëïáõ³ 

Í³ÍÝÇ ²õ»ïÙ³Ý ïûÝ»ñÁ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåÇÝ, í³ñ³·áÛñÁ ÏÁ µ³óáõÇ, 

ä³ï³ñ³· ³É ÏÁ Ù³ïáõóáõÇ, µ³Ûó Ï»ñ³ÏáõñÝ»ñáõ 

å³Ñ»óáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ ãÇ Ë³ËïáõÇñ£ 

 Ø»Í ä³ÑùÇ ßñç³ÝÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ í³ñ³·áÛñÁ ÷³Ï ÏÁ ÙÝ³Û »õ 

³ÙáõëÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ ã»Ý Ï³ï³ñáõÇñ£ Æõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ ÎÇñ³ÏÇÝ 

ÝáõÇñáõ³Í ¿ êáõñµ ¶ñ³ÛÇÝ ¹ñáõ³·Ç ÙÁ, áõñÏ¿ ³É ÏÁ Í³·Ç 

ÎÇñ³ÏÇÝ»ñáõÝ ³Ýáõ³ÝáõÙÁª ´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³Ý, ²ñï³ùëÙ³Ý, 

²Ý³é³ÏÇ, îÝï»ëÇ, ¸³ï³õáñÇ, ¶³Éëï»³Ý »õ Ì³ÕÏ³½³ñ¹£ 
 

POON PAREGENTAN 
 

Poon Paregentan ushers the faithful into the Lenten period of 

fasting, penance and reconciliation. During Lent the Church takes on a 

solemn appearance. The altar curtain is closed beginning on the eve of 

Poon Paregentan, symbolic of the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the 

Garden of Eden. Holy Communion is not offered during Lent and the 

faithful are encouraged to use this period leading to Easter as a time to 

strengthen their faith. 

Great Lent (Medz Bahk or Karasnortk) begins this Monday, 

March 4. Great Lent is the longest of the fasts in the liturgical calendar. 

It begins on the Monday immediately following Poon Paregentan, and 

continues for 40 days until the Friday before the commemoration of the 

raising of Lazarus on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. A new period 

of fasting begins during Holy Week. 
 

   
The Altar curtains will be closed starting Sunday, March 3, Poon 

Paregentan (Great Lent) until Palm Sunday. 

No Altar flowers are needed during Lent. 
 
 

 

 On the occasion of the Feast of Vartanantz, Der Hayr and the 

Board of Trustees congratulate all those who are named Vartan, 

Khoren, Vahan, Ardag, Hmayag, Hamazasb, Dajad, Karekin, Nerses, 

Arsen, Mamigon and Satenig and wished them Good Health and 

Happiness. 
 

 

 

 



VARTANANTZ 
 

Armenians worldwide celebrated the Feast of Vartanantz on 

February 28, commemorating the war between pagan Persia and Christian 

Armenia in 451. The king of Persia ordered all Christians under his rule to 

abandon Christianity and embrace Zoroastrianism. The Armenian clergy 

and leaders refused to follow this command and took an oath to fight the 

enemies of truth. Before the two armies met on the battlefield on the 

morning of May 26, 451, Vartan Mamigonian, the leader of the Armenian 

forces, addressed his soldiers: “He who supposes that we put on 

Christianity like a garment, now realizes that as he cannot change the 

color of his skin, so he will perhaps never be able to accomplish his 

designs. For the foundations of our faith are set on the unshakeable rock, 

not on earth but above in heaven, yet by faith we are established in heaven 

where no one can reach the building of Christ not made by human hands.”  

Vartan was the leader of the Armenians in the decisive battle on 

the plains of Avarayr, and although outnumbered, the Armenians put up a 

fierce resistance against the mighty Persian Empire. Vartan and many of 

his soldiers died, but the Persians sustained even greater casualties, and 

they recognized the strong commitment the Armenians had to their 

Christian faith. With this battle the Armenians clearly demonstrated that 

Christianity had become a part of their national identity.  

The resistance to Persian rule continued for more than thirty years, 

led by Vahan Mamigonian, nephew of Vartan. Vahan successfully 

negotiated the Treaty of Nvarsag, one of the earliest documents granting 

religious freedom and home rule.  

The Armenian Church canonized the heroes of Vartanank as a 

group in the fifth century. In April 2015 our generation witnessed the 

historic collective canonization of the 1.5 million martyrs of the Armenian 

genocide. It was the first canonization by the Armenian Church since the 

15 th century when Krikor Datevatzi was granted sainthood.  

“Newly wondrous crown-bearer and leader of the grave, you 

courageously armed yourself against death with the weapon of the Spirit, 

O Vartan, courageous warrior, you turned the enemy to flight and have 

crowned the Church with your rose-colored blood. …  

Surrounded today by the host of these crowned warriors, we sing 

glory in praise to you, O Holy Trinity, and we thank you for the mercy 

shown by you to the Armenian churches brightly adorned by the 

martyrdom of these strugglers.”  

( Sharagan to Saint Vartan and his companions, from the Liturgical 

Canons of the Armenian Church) 
 

STS. GHEVONT AND PRIESTS 
 

On Tuesday, February 26, the Armenian Church commemorated 

the Feast of the Holy Ghevontian (Leontine) priests. After the battle of 

Vartanantz, a number of priests and deacons were abducted by the Persian 

king and imprisoned, tortured and martyred. Ghevont is revered as the 

leader of the group because he was an advisor to Vartan Mamigonian, and 

is remembered for the inspiring message he delivered on the eve of the 

battle of Avarayr. Ghevont, who was highly educated, assisted Sahag and 

Mesrob in translating the Bible into Armenian. 

The Ghevontian Fathers, martyred in 454 are: Catholicos Hovsep; 

Bishops Sahag and Tatig; Priests Ghevont, Moushegh, Arshen, Manuel, 

Abraham, and Khoren; Deacons Kachach and Abraham. 
 

COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE 
 

This Saturday (March 2) the Armenian Church commemorates the 

150 Fathers of the Council of Constantinople, the second ecumenical 

council convened by Emperor Theodosius in 381. This council confirmed 

the work of the first council at Nicaea, and added five articles to the Nicene 

Creed regarding the Holy Spirit, the Church, Baptism, and Resurrection. 

The Council of Constantinople is one of the three ecumenical councils 

accepted by the Armenian Church. 
 

ØºÌ ä²ÐøÆ ÎÆð²ÎÆÜºðÀ 
 

²é³çÇÝ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 3-03-2019 ´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³Ý 

ºñÏñáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 3-10-2019 ²ñï³ùëÙ³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 

ºññáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 3-17-2019 ²Ý³é³ÏÇ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 

âáññáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 3-24-2019 îÝï»ëÇ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 

ÐÇÝ·»ñáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 3-31-2019 ¸³ï³õáñÇ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 

ì»ó»ñáñ¹ ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 4-07-2019 ¶³Éëï»³Ý ÎÇñ³ÏÇ 

4-14-2019 Ì³ÕÏ³½³ñ¹ 

4-21-2019 ê© ¼³ïÇÏ 
 

2019 FEASTS 
 

February 26 Saints Ghevont and Priests 

February 28 Saints Vartanank 

March 3  Poon Paregentan – Great Lent 

March 27 Michink – Median Day of Lent 

April 7  The Annunciation 

April 14  Palm Sunday 

April 20  Easter Eve 

April 21  Easter 


