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MELANYA DAVTYAN (Yerevan, Armenia)     (40 Days) 

Requested by Der Hayr and Board of Trustees 

 Seyran Voskanyan 

 Marianna Voskanyan 

 Hovik Voskanyan 

 Roza Serobyan 

 Karine Davtyan 

 Gayane Karapetyan & Family 

 Hambartsum Davtyan & Family 
  

 

2019 FEASTS 
 

July 6  Discovery of relics of St. Gregory the Illuminator 

July 11  Saint Sahak and Saint Mesrob 

July 13  King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht 

July 28  Feast of the Transfiguration 

August 3 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht 

August 18 Assumption of the Holy Mother of God 

September 15 Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

September 17 Memorial Day 

September 28 Saint Kevork (George) 

September 29 Holy Cross of Varak 

October 12 Holy Translators 

October 27 Discovery of the Cross 

November 2 Feast of All Saints 

November 9 Holy Archangels Gabriel and Michael 

November 30 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew 

December 14 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis 

December 24 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr 

December 26 Saints Peter and Saint Paul 
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    SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 2019     
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ò²ÚÜ ¸Î 
 

Ðà¶º¶²Èàôêî¾Ü ºîø ´. ÎÆð²ÎÆ 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

====================================================================== 
 
 

ê© ä²î²ð²¶ ~ DIVINE LITURGY, 10:30 a.m. 
 

======================================================================= 

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church 

4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816 

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393 

E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net 

Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org 

Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor 

Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506 
 

DER VOGHORMIA 
 

All   Sick    Parishioners 
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äúÔàê ²è²øº²ÈÆ ÎàÔØ¾ 

º´ð²ÚºòÆÜºðàôÜ ¶ðàô²Ì Ü²Ø²Î¾Ü 
 

¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ (9 © 6 ¬ 10) ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ 
 

êñµ³ñ³ÝÁ ³Û¹å¿ë Û³ñ¹³ñáõ³Í ¿ñ áõñ»ÙÝ: ø³Ñ³Ý³Ý»ñ 

å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÁ Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ùßï³Ï³Ýûñ¿Ý ÏÁ ÙïÝ¿ÇÝ íñ³-

ÝÇÝ ³é³çÇÝ ëñ³ÑÁ: ´³Ûó »ñÏñáñ¹ ëñ³ÑÁ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ù³Ñ³Ý³Û³å»ïÁ 

ÏÁ ÙïÝ¿ñ« ï³ñÇÝ Ù¿Ï ³Ý·³Ù« ³ÛÝ ³Éª Çñ »õ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ 

³Ý·ÇïáõÃ»³Ùµ ·áñÍ³Í Ù»Õù»ñáõÝ ÷áË³ñ¿Ýª ½áÑÇ ³ñÇõÝÁ 

Ù³ïáõó³Ý»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ: ²Û¹ µáÉáñáí êáõñµ Ðá·ÇÝ óáÛó 

Ïáõ ï³ñ« Ã¿ áñù³Ý ³ï»Ý áñ íñ³ÝÇÝ ³é³çÇÝ ëñ³ÑÁ Ï³Ý·áõÝ ÏÁ 

ÙÝ³ñª µáõÝ êñµ³ñ³ÝÇÝ ÙáõïùÁ Ù»ñ ³éç»õ ÷³Ï ¿ñ« ÇÝã áñ 

ËáñÑñ¹³Ýß³Ï³Ýûñ¿Ý ÏÁ óáõóÝ¿ª Ã¿ Ý»ñÏ³ÛÇë ³Û¹ êñµ³ñ³ÝÁ 

µ³ó ¿ Ù»ñ ³éç»õ: ²ÛÝï»Õ Ù³ïáõóáõ³Í Ýáõ¿ñÝ»ñÝ áõ ½áÑ»ñÁ ã¿ÇÝ 

ÏñÝ³ñ Ù³ùñ»É å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÁ Ù³ïáõó³ÝáÕÇÝ ËÕ×Ùï³ÝùÁ« 

áñáíÑ»ï»õ ÙÇ³ÛÝ áõï»ÉÇùÇ« ËÙ»ÉÇùÇ »õ ÍÇë³Ï³Ý å¿ëå¿ë 

Éáõ³óáõÙÝ»ñáõ Ï³åáõ³Í ¿ÇÝ: ºõ ³Û¹ Ù³ñÙÝ³Ï³Ý Ï³ñ·»ñÁ Ç ½û-

ñáõ ¿ÇÝ ÙÇÝã»õ áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ý« ³ÛëÇÝùÝ Ýáñ Ï³ñ·»ñáõ Ñ³ëï³ïÙ³Ý 

Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÁ: 
 

ÚÆêàôê øðÆêîàêÆ ²ôºî²ð²Ü¾Ü 

Àêî ÚàìÐ²ÜÜ¾êÆ 
 

¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ (10 © 22 – 30) ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ ¬ 
  

ÒÙ»é ¿ñ© ºñáõë³Õ¿ÙÇ Ù¿ç ï³×³ñÇÝ Ý³õ³Ï³ïÇùÇ ïûÝ³-

Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ï»ÕÇ ÏþáõÝ»Ý³ñ: ÚÇëáõë ï³×³ñÇÝ êáÕáÙáÝÇ 

ëÇõÝ³·³õÇÃÇÝ Ù¿ç Ïþ»ñÃ»õ»Ï¿ñ« »ñµ Çñ ßáõñç Ñ³õ³ùáõ»ó³Ý 

Ññ»³Ý»ñÁ »õ Ñ³ñóáõóÇÝ©  

- ØÇÝã»õ »±ñµ Ù»ñ Ñá·ÇÝ åÇïÇ Ñ³Ý»ë© »Ã¿ ¹áõÝ »ë 

øñÇëïáëÁª Ûëï³Ï Áë¿° Ù»½Ç: 

ÚÇëáõë å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó©  

- ²ñ¹¿Ý ÇëÏ Ó»½Ç Áë³Í »Ù« ë³Ï³ÛÝ ã¿ù Ñ³õ³ï³ñ: ²ÛÝ 

·áñÍ»ñÁ áñ Ðûñë ³ÝáõÝáí ÏÁ Ï³ï³ñ»Ù« ³ÝáÝù ÇëÏ ÏÁ íÏ³Û»Ýª Ã¿ 

áí »Ù »ë: ´³Ûó ¹áõù ã¿ù Ñ³õ³ï³ñ« áñáíÑ»ï»õ ÇÙ áãË³ñÝ»ñ¿ë 

ã¿ù: ºë áãË³ñÝ»ñë ÏÁ ×³ÝãÝ³Ù© ³ÝáÝù Ó³ÛÝë ÏÁ Éë»Ý »õ ÏÁ 

Ñ»ï»õÇÝ ÇÝÍÇ« »õ »ë ³ÝáÝó Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý Ï»³Ýù Ïáõ ï³Ù© ³ÝáÝù 

µÝ³õ åÇïÇ ãÏáñëáõÇÝ: àã áù åÇïÇ Ï³ñ»Ý³Û ½³ÝáÝù Û³÷ßï³Ï»É 

ÇÙ Ó»éù¿ë: Ð³Ûñë ³Û¹ áãË³ñÝ»ñÁ ÇÝÍÇ ïáõ³õ« »õ áã áù ÏñÝ³Û 

Û³÷ßï³Ï»É ½³ÝáÝù ÇÙ Ðûñë Ó»éù¿Ý« áñáíÑ»ï»õ Ð³Ûñë µáÉáñ¿Ý 

³õ»ÉÇ Ù»Í ¿: ºë »õ Ð³Ûñë Ù¿Ï »Ýù: 

 

    SCRIPTURE READINGS     
HEBREWS 9:6-10 

 

 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered 

regularly into the outer room to carry on their ministry. But only the high 

priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never 

without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people 

had committed in ignorance. The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the 

place into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the 

first tabernacle was still standing. This is an illustration for the present 

time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to 

clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a matter of food and 

drink and various ceremonial washing-external regulations applying until 

the time of the new order. 

JOHN 10:22-30 
 

 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 

and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade. The 

Jews gathered around him, saying, 

"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, 

tell us plainly." 

 Jesus answered. 

"I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my 

Father's name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not 

my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 

me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can 

snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the 

Father are one."  
FEAST OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN 

 

        This Sunday, June 3, is the feast day of Holy Mother Etchmiadzin, 

the cathedral built by St. Gregory after his deliverance from the pit, to the 

specifications he saw in a vision, and on the place marked by the Lord 

with a golden hammer. This feast day commemorates the establishment 

of the Armenian Church and the eradication of paganism. Etchmiadzin is 

the oldest example of a four-altar, four-pillar, domed, cruciform church in 

Christian architecture. More than 1,700 years old, it is the oldest 

surviving Armenian Christian site. Throughout the centuries it has been 

renovated many times. Relief sculptures on the exterior walls are some of 

the oldest examples of the Christian Armenian art of sculpting. The 

complex consists of many structures, including the main cathedral and 

three nearby churches (Hrpsime, Gayane, Shoghagat), the Kevorkian 

Seminary, the Catholicos’ residence, museum, and other buildings. 



FEAST OF ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR’S 

DELIVERANCE FROM THE PIT 
 

This Saturday is the Feast of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s 

deliverance from the pit (Khor Viraben Yelkuh). Gregory is revered as 

the patron saint of the Armenian Church. He is recognized and 

memorialized in both eastern and western hierarchical churches. The 

Armenian liturgical calendar reserves three feast days in his honor: 

Entrance into the pit; deliverance from the pit; and discovery of relics. 

In addition to these three days, there are several feast days to which he 

is closely connected, namely the feast days for Sts. Hripsimiantz, Sts. 

Gayaniantz, Shoghakat, Holy Etchmiadzin, and King Trdat. The 

Roman Catholic Church, Orthodox churches, and Oriental Orthodox 

churches have special days in their calendars for the veneration of St. 

Gregory, who is considered to be one of the Fathers of the early 

Christian church. 

Gregory was condemned to the pit in 287 AD by King Trdat 

and the persecution of Christians began. After the martyrdom of a 

group of nuns who came to Armenia from Rome led by Hripsime and 

Gayane, Trdat was stricken with strange maladies. His sister, 

Khosrovidukht, had a dream that Gregory was the only person who 

could heal her brother. Miraculously, Gregory was still alive after 

many years in the pit, thanks to an angelic woman who lowered food 

and water into the pit each day. Gregory emerged from the pit; the 

king was healed and baptized, and he declared Christianity to be the 

official religion of Armenia. 

Gregory was not the first to preach Christianity in Armenia. 

That distinction belongs to the apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew 

who came to Armenia in the first century, and thus gave the Armenian 

Church its apostolic designation. 

Nevertheless, Gregory is revered and is considered by Armenians to 

be the father of their faith. Hundreds of churches have been built and 

named in his honor. 

“The ancient calendars of the still undivided Church celebrated him 

[Gregory] on the same day in both the East and the West as a tireless 

apostle of truth and holiness. The father in faith of the whole 

Armenian people, St. Gregory still intercedes from heaven today, so 

that all the children of your great nation may at last gather round the 

one table prepared by Christ, the divine Shepherd of one flock.” 
 

Pope John Paul II in his “Apostolic Letter for the 1700th Anniversary 

of the Baptism of the Armenian People,” issued February 2, 2001. 
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[Gregory] on the same day in both the East and the West as a tireless 

apostle of truth and holiness. The father in faith of the whole 

Armenian people, St. Gregory still intercedes from heaven today, so 

that all the children of your great nation may at last gather round the 

one table prepared by Christ, the divine Shepherd of one flock.” 
 

Pope John Paul II in his “Apostolic Letter for the 1700th Anniversary 

of the Baptism of the Armenian People,” issued February 2, 2001. 


