
FEAST OF TRANSFIGURATION 
 

       Today, the Armenian Church celebrates one of her five 

Tabernacle Feasts—Transfiguration (Aylakerputiun / Vartavar). The 

Feast of Transfiguration (also known as Baydzaragerboutiun) is 

celebrated fourteen weeks after Easter, and therefore can fall between 

June 28 and August 1. It commemorates an episode in the New 

Testament recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Peter. (See the 

Bible reading above for the text from the Gospel according to St. 

Matthew.) 

       The Transfiguration took place on the “holy mountain” (believed 

to be Mt. Tabor) where Jesus had gone with Peter, James, and John to 

pray. As He was praying, “His face shone like the sun and His 

garments became white as light.” The Patriarch Moses and Prophet 

Elijah appeared at His side. It was at this moment that His appearance 

was “transfigured” revealing himself as God to His disciples as a 

voice from above said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased. Listen to him.” 

 The pre-Christian festival Vartavar (Festival of Roses) was 

joined with this new Christian holiday. Armenians would decorate the 

temple of the goddess Asdghig (goddess of love, beauty, fertility, and 

water) with roses, release doves, and engage in water games on this 

popular pre-Christian holiday. St. Gregory the Illuminator 

combined Vartavar with the Transfiguration. The fifth century 

historian Yeshighe wrote the prayer that is recited in church on this 

feast: “O Lord, bless the harvest of this year and defend from all the 

perils, and may your right hand, O Lord, protect us for the whole 

year.”     
 

On the occasion of the feast of The Transfiguration of our 

Lord (Aylakerputiun/Vartavar), Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees 

congratulate all those who are named Vartouhi, Vartanoush, Varteni, 

Nevart, Vartkes, and Baidzar, and wish them a happy and a long 

healthy life.    
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Ø»Ýù Éë»óÇÝù« Ù»ñ ³ãù»ñáí ï»ë³Ýù »õ Ù»ñ Ó»éù»ñáí 

ßûß³÷»óÇÝù àñ¹ÇÝ« ´³ÝÁ« áñ ëÏÇ½µ¿Ý ÇëÏ Ï»³ÝùÇ ëï»ÕÍÇãÝ ¿ñ: 

²ÝÇÏ³ ÝáÛÝÇÝùÝ Ï»³ÝùÝ ¿ñ« áñ Û³ÛïÝáõ»ó³õ: Ø»Ýù ï»ë³Ýù »õ ÏÁ 

íÏ³Û»Ýù« Ó»½Ç å³ïÙ»Éáí ³Ýáñ Ù³ëÇÝ« ³ÛëÇÝùÝª Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý 

Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù³ëÇÝ« áñ ÐûñÁ Ñ»ï ¿ñ »õ ³ÛÅÙ Ù»½Ç Û³ÛïÝáõ»ó³õ: ÆÝã áñ 

ï»ë³Ýù áõ Éë»óÇÝùª ÏÁ å³ïÙ»Ýù Ó»½Ç« áñå¿ë½Ç ¹á°õù ³É Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó 

¹³éÝ³ù ³ÛÝ Ñ³Õáñ¹³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý áñ Ù»Ýù áõÝÇÝù ÐûñÁ »õ ³Ýáñ 

àñ¹ÇÇÝª ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáëÇ Ñ»ï« »õ Ó»ñ áõñ³ËáõÃÇõÝÁ Ï³ï³ñ»³É 

ÁÉÉ³Û: ²Ñ³ Ã¿ ÇÝãá°õ Ïñ ·ñ»Ýù Ó»½Ç ³Ûë Ý³Ù³ÏÁ: 

ä³ï·³ÙÁ« áñ ÇñÙ¿ Éë»óÇÝù »õ Ó»½Ç ÏÁ ÷áË³Ýó»Ýù« ë³ ¿ª Ã¿ 

²ëïáõ³Í ÉáÛë ¿« µÝ³õ Ë³õ³ñ ãÏ³Û ³Ýáñ Ù¿ç: ²ñ¹« »Ã¿ Áë»Ýùª 

“Ñ³Õáñ¹³ÏÇó »Ýù Çñ»Ý”« »õ ÙÇõë ÏáÕÙ¿ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»Ýù Ë³õ³ñÇ Ù¿ç ³åñÇÉ« 

ÏÁ ëï»Ýù ³Ñ³ »õ ×ßÙ³ñïáõÃÇõÝÁ ã»Ýù ·áñÍ³¹ñ»ñ: ÆëÏ »Ã¿ ÉáÛëÇ 

Ù¿ç ù³É»Ýù« ÇÝãå¿ë ÇÝù ÉáÛëÇ Ù¿ç ¿« ³ÛÝ ³ï»Ý ×ßÙ³ñï³å¿ë 

Ñ³Õáñ¹³ÏÇó ÏþÁÉÉ³Ýù Çñ³ñáõ« »õ Çñ àñ¹õáÛÝ ÚÇëáõëÇ ³ñÇõÝÁ ÏÁ 

ëñµ¿ Ù»½ ³Ù¿Ý Ù»Õù¿: 
 

ÚÆêàôê øðÆêîàêÆ ²ôºî²ð²Ü¾Ü 
 

Àêî Ø²îÂ¾àêÆ  
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ì»ó ûñ »ïù« ÚÇëáõë Çñ Ñ»ï ³é³õ ä»ïñáëÁ« Ú³Ïáµáë »õ 

ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë »Õµ³ÛñÝ»ñÁ »õ ½³ÝáÝù µ³ñÓñ É»é ÙÁ Ñ³Ý»ó« áõñ 

³é³ÝÓÇÝ ¿ÇÝ: ÐáÝ ³ÛÉ³Ï»ñå»ó³õ ³ÝáÝó ¹ÇÙ³ó© Çñ ¹¿ÙùÁ ³ñ»õáõ 

ÝÙ³Ý Éáõë³õáñ ¹³ñÓ³õ »õ Ñ³·áõëïÝ»ñÁ ÉáÛëÇ ÝÙ³Ý ×»ñÙ³Ï »Õ³Ý: 

ºõ ³Ñ³ »ñ»õó³Ý Øáíë¿ëÝ áõ ºÕÇ³Ý« áñáÝù ÏÁ Ëûë¿ÇÝ ÚÇëáõëÇ Ñ»ï: 

ä»ïñáë Áë³õ ÚÇëáõëÇ©  

- î¿°ñ« Ç¯Ýã É³õ ÏþÁÉÉ³Û áñ Ñáë ÙÝ³Ýù© »Ã¿ Ïþáõ½»ëª »ñ»ù 

íñ³ÝÝ»ñ ßÇÝ»Ýù« Ù¿ÏÁ ù»½Ç« Ù¿ÏÁ Øáíë¿ëÇ »õ ÙÇõëÁ ºÕÇ³ÛÇ Ñ³Ù³ñ: 

ØÇÝã ä»ïñáë ÏÁ Ëûë¿ñ« ³Ñ³ Éáõë³õáñ ³Ùå ÙÁ Í³ÍÏ»ó 

½Çñ»Ýù© ³ÙåÇÝ Ù¿ç¿Ý Ó³ÛÝ ÙÁ Éëáõ»ó³õ áñ ÏþÁë¿ñ©  

- ²Ûë ¿ ÇÙ ëÇñ»ÉÇ àñ¹Çë« áñáõÝ »ë Ñ³×»ó³Û© ³Ýáñ ÙïÇÏ Áñ¿ù:  

ºñµ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ Éë»óÇÝ ³ëÇÏ³« ë³ñë³÷³Ñ³ñª »ñ»ëÇ íñ³Û 

·»ïÇÝ ÇÝÏ³Ý: ÚÇëáõë Ùûï»Ý³Éáíª ¹å³õ ³ÝáÝó »õ Áë³õ©  

- àïùÇ° »É¿ù« ÙÇ° í³ËÝ³ù:  

²ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ Çñ»Ýó ³ãù»ñÁ í»ñ µ³ñÓñ³óáõóÇÝ »õ ÚÇëáõë¿ 

 ½³ï Ù³ñ¹ ãï»ë³Ý: 

 

 

    SCRIPTURE READINGS     
I JOHN 1:1-7 

  

 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 

which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our 

hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 

you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also 

may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy 

complete. 

 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to 

you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to 

have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin.  
 

MATTHEW 17:1-8 
 

 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the 

brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 

There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, 

and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared 

before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  

 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you 

wish, I will put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one 

for Elijah."  

 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, 

and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" 

 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the 

ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. 

"Don't be afraid." When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

  
NO HOKEHANKIST SERVICES ON FEAST SUNDAYS: 

 

▪ July 28......……………..………....Feast of the Transfiguration 

▪ August 18……………Assumption of the Holy Mother of God 

▪ September 15……………………Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

 


