FEAST OF TRANSFIGURATION

Today, the Armenian Church celebrates one of her five
Tabernacle Feasts—Transfiguration (Aylakerputiun / Vartavar). The
Feast of Transfiguration (also known as Baydzaragerboutiun) is
celebrated fourteen weeks after Easter, and therefore can fall between
June 28 and August 1. It commemorates an episode in the New
Testament recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Peter. (See the
Bible reading above for the text from the Gospel according to St.
Matthew.)

The Transfiguration took place on the “holy mountain” (believed
to be Mt. Tabor) where Jesus had gone with Peter, James, and John to
pray. As He was praying, “His face shone like the sun and His
garments became white as light.” The Patriarch Moses and Prophet
Elijah appeared at His side. It was at this moment that His appearance
was “transfigured” revealing himself as God to His disciples as a
voice from above said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased. Listen to him.”

The pre-Christian festival Vartavar (Festival of Roses) was
joined with this new Christian holiday. Armenians would decorate the
temple of the goddess Asdghig (goddess of love, beauty, fertility, and
water) with roses, release doves, and engage in water games on this
popular pre-Christian holiday. St. Gregory the [lluminator
combined Vartavar with the Transfiguration. The fifth century
historian Yeshighe wrote the prayer that is recited in church on this
feast: “O Lord, bless the harvest of this year and defend from all the
perils, and may your right hand, O Lord, protect us for the whole
year.”

On the occasion of the feast of The Transfiguration of our
Lord (Aylakerputiun/Vartavar), Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees
congratulate all those who are named Vartkes, Vartavar, Vart,
Vartouhi, Alvart, Sirvart, Nevart, Lousvart, Hyvart, Baidzar,
Vartanoush, Vartiter, Varvar and wish them a happy and a long
healthy life.

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.
Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST
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2opufibghinp Npnps, Ruwbp, np ulpgplh ful hhwbpl umbyshsy §p:
“hwnnppulhg bGp ppbl”, ko dppu hngdl swpniciulbip fumewph JEP
Swgnpuhpy i pywie fpwpne, be pp Dpgeng 8puncufs wppeip
uppk by wilbl Fhypk:

[l SCRIPTURE READINGS [
| JOHN 1:1-7

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our
hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy
complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to
you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to
have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin.
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* Uppuwlp, Ubupnbdphp 15 iinsssinnnss oyt iping
NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON FEAST SUNDAYS:

JUly 7. Feast of the Transfiguration

August 18................. Assumption of the Holy Mother of God

September 15......cccoeveviiinnnnnn. Exaltation of the Holy Cross
R O

2023 & 2024 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not paid
their 2023 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2024 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax
deductible.
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2024 FEASTS
July 7 Feast of the Transfiguration
July 13 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht

August 18 Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 15 Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 28 Saint Kevork (George)

September 29 Holy Cross of Varak

October 12  Holy Translators

October 27  Discovery of the Cross

***Altar flowers are donated by Irma Kassabian in memory of her
father on his birthday.
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[LJ SCRIPTURE READINGS [

MATTHEW 16:13 —17:13

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do
you say that [ am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock 1 will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
against it. 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.”

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give
in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done.
Truly 1 tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his
brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he
was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it
is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will make three dwellings
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. While he was
still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from
the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am
well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to
the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked
up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them,
“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been
raised from the dead.” And the disciples asked him, “Why, then, do
the scribes say that Elijjah must come first?” He replied, “Elijah is
indeed coming and will restore all things; but | tell you that Elijah has
already come, and they did not recognize him, but they did to him
whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man is about to suffer at
their hands.” Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to
them about John the Baptist.



