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This is a period of fifty days, which precedes Theophany, and
formerly, as Great Lent, constituted a period of total fasting. At present,
aside from the usual Wednesday and Friday fasts, it consists of fasting for
three weeks: the first week under the designation, Hisnagatz Bahk
(Quinquagesima or Advent); the second week, the fast of the arrival of the
winter, is known as the Fast of St. James; and the last week, the Christmas
fast.

Counting backwards fifty days from January 6 brings us to
November 18, the nearest Sunday being Hisnagatz Paregentan which with
an immovability of seven days, may fall on any day between November 15
and 21.
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- He who leaves behind the memory of a good and pure life leaves
behind an unexpected source of goodness for future generations.

%% PLEASE NOTE ***

Sunday, December 8, 2024, Der Hayr will be on vacation. There will
be a deacon service on this day. And there will not be any
Hokehankisd service on this day.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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SPECIAL SERVICE FOR

HAMASDEGH ARMENIAN SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506
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L) SCRIPTURES READINGS [
| THESSALONIANS 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace-

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in
our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he
has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be
among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired
by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about
it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a
living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is
coming.
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2024 FEASTS

November 30 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
December 14 Saint Hagop (James) of Nisibis

December 23 Saints David the Prophet & Holy Apostle James
December 24 Saint Stephen the Protomartyr

December 26 Saints Peter and Saint Paul

December 28 The Holy Apostle James & John the Evangelist
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[ SCRIPTURES READINGS [
LUKE 12:13-31

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who
set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable:
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself,
‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there |
will store all my grain and my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But
God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the
ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn,
and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!
And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If
then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry
about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one
of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat
and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations
of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that
you need them. Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well.
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2023 & 2024 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not
paid their 2023 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2024 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full
time student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.



