2025 FEASTS

February 14 Presentation of Jesus Christ to the Temple
February 15 Saint Sarkis

February 25 Saint Ghevontiank

February 27  Saints Vartanank

March 2 Poon Paregentan — Great Lent

March 26 Michink — Median Day of Lent

April 5 Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Passion & Descent
into the Pit
April 7 The Annunciation

April 13 Palm Sunday
April 19 Easter Eve

April 20 Easter

April 24 Commemoration of the Armenian Holy Martyrs of
1915

May 18 Apparition of the Holy Cross

May 29 Ascension

June 8 Pentecost

June 16 Saints Hripsimiank

June 17 Saints Kayaniank

June 21 Saint Gregory the Illuminator’s Delivery from the Pit

June 22 Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

July 5 Discovery of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s Relics

July 10 Saint Sahak and Saint Mesrob

July 12 King Tirdat, Queen Ashkhen and Khosrovidoukht

July 27 Feast of the Transfiguration

August 2 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Sandoukht
August 17 Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 27 Saint Kevork (George)

September 28 Holy Cross of Varak

October 11  Holy Translators

October 26~ Discovery of the Cross

November 1  Feast of All Saints

November 8 Holy Archangels Gabriel & Michael
November 29 Saint Thaddeus and Saint Bartholomew
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY
PAREGENTAN OF THE FAST OF CATECHUMENS
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Divine Liturgy  10:30 a.m. Live Streamed

Soorp Khatch Armenian Apostolic Church
4906 Flint Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.

Phone: (301) 229-8742; Fax: (301) 229-9393
E-mail: soorpkhatch@verizon.net
Web Page: www.soorpkhatch.org
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Pastor
Home Phone: (301) 977-1863; Cell: (301) 787-5506

DER VOGHORMIA
Parishioners

All  Sick
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Ll SCRIPTURE READINGS [
I TIMOTHY 2:15-19

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the
word of truth.

Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become
more and more ungodly. Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have wandered away from the
truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they
destroy the faith of some. Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm,
sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and,
"Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from
wickedness."

JOHN 6:15-21

Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.

When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where
they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum.

By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong
wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.

When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw
Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified.
But he said to them, "It is I; don't be afraid.” Then they were willing to take
him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they
were heading.
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HOW TO RECEIVE MAHS

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, mas or “Holy Bread” is
distributed to the congregation. When you receive mahs, you first
kiss it and then eat it. The person who distributes the mahs says, “Sa
Yeghitzi kez mahs yev pajin Soorp Badarakees” (Uw tinhgh ptiq
dwu b pwdhbh unipp Wuwmwpwghu, May this be your share and
portion of this Holy Liturgy) and the receiver says, “Pajin der
yeghitzi” (Rwdht hd Stp tinhgh, Let God be my part).

A good custom is to take some home to those members of the
family who were unable to attend church.
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Soorp Sarkis is on Saturday, February 15, 2025.

Fast of the Catechumens starts on Sunday, February 9, 2025
at Midnight thru Wednesday morning February 12, 2025.

On Wednesday, February 12, 2025 at 10:00AM, Morning
Service, Blessing of Water & Holy Communion will take place on
the occasion of the Fast of the Catechumens (Soorp Sarkissi Bahk).

Breakfast will be served following services.
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Join us Sunday, at 2:00 pm, on the new church property — 9490

River Rd, Potomac, MD - for the celebration of the presentation of
the Lord - Dyarnuntarach

Join Soorp Khatch and Hamazkayin for a blessed day

GBI

Sunday, Feb 9 at 2:00 PM

New Soorp Khatch Property
9490 RIVER RD POTOMAC, MD

THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2025
Rain/Snow date: Sunday, March 23, 2025

All community members* are invited to attend the membership
meeting.
Five (5) Board of Trustee positions are available — all are incumbents
and are up for re-election.

*In order to vote and/or become a Board of Trustee member or
Committee member, you must have paid your membership dues
through 2024. New members who joined after August 2024 are not
eligible to vote or become a Board Member but can still be eligible
to be on a committee.

Three (3) Auditing Committee positions are available
and
Five (5) Nominating Committee positions are available

If you are interested in being elected as a Board member or want to
be on one of the committees, please contact the office at:
(301) 229-8742

If you have any questions, Please contact the office.

$LOr v kR HomeBlessing
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All parishioners who wish to have their homes blessed on
the occasion of Christmas should call the Church office to make
arrangements (301) 229-8742.
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WORTH THINKING ABOUT ... A wise man said...

Three things that can never return:
Time, Spoken words, and Opportunity
Three things that should never be lost:
Peace, Hope and Honor
Three things that are very valuable in life:
Love, Respect, and Friendship
Three things in life are unstable:
Power, Success, and Ability
Three things in life that characterize a person:
Work, Honesty, and Achievements
Three things destroy a man:
Wine, Pride, and Evil
Three things are the most difficult to say:
I love you, Forgive me, and Help me
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NO HOKEHANKISD SERVICES ON FEAST SUNDAYS:
APIT L3 Palm Sunday
APIIT 20, Easter Sunday
July 27 ., Feast of the Transfiguration
August 17.........cce.eel. Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
September 14..............................Exaltation of the Holy Cross
K e

The Altar curtains will be closed starting Sunday, March 2,
Poon Paregentan (Great Lent) until Palm Sunday.
No Altar flowers are needed during Lent.
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2024 & 2025 Membership Dues — Parishioners who have not
paid their 2024 Annual Membership dues are encouraged to remit
payment. 2025 Membership Dues are also accepted now. The
membership fees are $150.00 per adult and $50.00 for each full time
student ages 18-26. These dues are 100 percent tax deductible.



